
JAY TUSA
Executive Director

Walton County Tourist Development Council
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VISITSOUTHWALTON.COM

2018-2019 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
William “Bill” Chapman, Chairman, District 1 Commissioner

Danny Glidewell, District 2 Commissioner

Melanie Nipper, District 3 Commissioner

Trey Nick, District 4 Commissioner

Tony Anderson, Vice-Chair, District 5 Commissioner

MAY
ArtsQuest Fine Arts Festival

Art Month
Digital Graffiti

Seaside Dance Festival

JUNE
Emerald Coast Blue Marlin Classic

JULY
Seaside 4th of July Parade

Rags to Riches Regatta

SEPTEMBER
Baytowne Wharf Art Walk

Bud & Alleys Annual Hurricane Party
Alys Beach 5K

The Sandestin Triathalon

OCTOBER
Baytowne Wharf Beer Festival

Rosemary Uncorked
South Walton Celebrity Golf Classic

30A Half Marathon & 5K
Harvest Wine & Food Festival

30A Blue Crab Festival
Bloody Mary Festival

NOVEMBER
Seeing Red Wine Festival

Flutterby Festival
Sparkling Wine & Holiday Lights

Mountain Film Festival
30A 10K

Old Florida Holiday Market

DECEMBER
Hilton Sandestin Beach Blowout

Baytowne Countdown

For more information visit visitsouthwalton.com/events

AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY WAS 

6.3 NIGHTSAVERAGE PARTY SIZE
5.5 PEOPLE

VISITOR DEMOGRAPHICS
South Walton

community SUPPORT
SWFD BEACH LIFEGUARD PROGRAM

TURTLE NEST MONITORING

VOLUNTEER BEACH AMBASSADORS

INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP

CULTURAL ARTS ALLIANCE (CAA) OF WALTON COUNTY

LOCAL EVENTS & FESTIVALS

SOUTH WALTON ARTIFICIAL REEF ASSOCIATION (SWARA)

STATE PARK PARKING PROGRAM

upcoming events
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Where South Walton Visitors
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Tourism is Walton County’s largest economic 
driver, supporting more than 22,000 jobs, adding 
billions to the local economy and accounting for 
more than three-fourths of all retail spending that 
occurs in Walton County. But we also know that 
economic factors on their own are not enough. 
That’s why, as director of the Walton County TDC, 
I could not be more excited about the amenities, 
paid for by tourism, that we are able to bring to 
Walton County, not only for our visitors, but for 
locals as well.

This year we are breaking ground on three new regional beach accesses, 
as well as moving forward with our plans to widen, repave, and upgrade 
the entire length of the Timpoochee bike path. We’re upgrading or 
rebuilding neighborhood beach accesses as they reach the end of their 
service life, but before they become eyesores. Our beach operations 
team also responded to mend damage that occurred in the wake of 
Hurricane Michael, just as our marketing team immediately lent a hand 
to help our neighbors in need.

We’re responding to the need for a visitor center that is easier for guests 
to access and can help reflect the values of conservation and natural 
beauty that help define the South Walton experience by planning a 
new visitor center to be built on Hwy 331.

In addition to all these important projects we continue to support local 
organizations, like beach lifeguards, volunteer beach ambassadors, 
and turtle nest monitoring, all in the name of making sure that  
South Walton continues to be a great place to live, work and visit.

This is the goal not only of the team at the TDC, but of our elected 
county commissioners and each Walton County resident as well. 
Together, we have the opportunity to make South Walton a destination 
that can serve as an example to the rest of the country, and indeed, a 
year-round destination with both a strong economy and an enviable 
quality of life. 

Thank you for everything you do to help us reach that goal.
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VISITORS SPEND $884 EVERY DAY OF THEIR TRIP

2018 VISITORS DIRECT SPENDING

Regional Beach Access Additions
South Walton is widely known for its sugar-white sand and turquoise water, so 
with construction set to begin on three new regional access points, which include 
seven beachfront parcels, visitors and guests will have more than 700 feet of new 
beachfront to enjoy. In addition to those beachfront parcels, a 7.35-acre inland 
property bought by the TDC now serves as parking in Grayton Beach. Visit South 
Walton has spent $25.6 million, all paid for by tourism revenue, to purchase these 
properties. The beachfront additions will bring the total number of regional beach 
accesses in South Walton to 11. 

New Regional Beach Access Locations and Expected Opening Dates
 • Miramar Beach: This property is located on Scenic Gulf Drive 
  between Alamo Street and S. Geronimo Street. 
  Construction is expected to begin late summer. 

  
 • Dune Allen: Located along 30A between Hilltop Drive and Woodward Drive.  
  An official groundbreaking ceremony was held Feb. 12. 
  Construction is expected to take between 5-6 months. 

  
 • Seagrove Beach: This property is located along 30A 
  between Somerset Bridge Road and Sugar Lane. 
  Construction is expected to begin early 2020. 

Neighborhood Beach Access Renovations
Not only is Visit South Walton adding beach accesses, beach maintenance crews are 
renovating existing neighborhood accesses as well. Work includes the replacement of 
decking, railings, some structural components and the addition of bike racks. 

Multi-Use Path Improvements
As part of an ongoing multi-phased project the TDC completed a multi-use path 
replacement project on 30A from CR-83 to CR-283. The multi-year capital 
improvement project included widening the existing 8-foot wide path to 10-feet, 
installing new signage, improving stormwater systems, and adding areas to stop and 
rest along the path were installed. Additionally, the wooden sections of the bridges 
at Big Redfish Lake, Little Redfish Lake and Alligator Lake were replaced. Also 
repaired and/or replaced due to natural wear and tear were the pedestrian bridges 
over Draper Lake, Eastern Lake and Deer Lake. Next up will be the multi-use path 
between County Hwy. 395 and Lakewood Dr. by Eastern Lake.

VISITATION TRENDS
2018

Park Renovations
Two bayside parks in South Walton are undergoing renovations due to damage sustained 
from Hurricane Michael. Thomas Pilcher Park on the south side of U.S. 331 underneath 
the Clyde B. Wells Bridge and Bayside Ranchettes on the northwest side of the bridge 
should both be fully restored by Fall 2019.

Garbage Collection
Beach maintenance crews removed 516 tons of garbage from approximately 230 
garbage collection stations on the beach and bay in 2018. That’s the equivalent of 
84,060 individual bags of trash! An additional 28,181 leave no trace items were also 
removed from South Walton beaches.  

Code Enforcement
11 beach code enforcement officers patrol the beach seven days/wk from 6 a.m. to 10 
p.m., and in 2018 tracked 7,700 interactions, mostly focused on glass containers, tents 
on the beach, checking dog permits, vendor-related issues and customary use laws. 

Walton County jobs created by tourism

Visitors Amount for

of all retail spending
in Walton County

$3.2

23,000

4,174,900 VISITORS SPEND $3.2 billion

77%

more than

67% $1,263

$949,247,100

$3,175,882,600

$676,463,000

$616,935,300

$418,744,200

$187,377,100

$196,904,700

$130,211,200
315

Public Relations efforts result in South Walton’s 
inclusion in media outlets such as: Coastal Living, 

National Geographic, Southern Living, 
Time Magazine, USA Today 

and many more! 

Check our online South Walton Expert Guide for tons of helpful info 
visitsouthwalton.com/southwaltonexpert 

17,352 2018

reaching 1,415 meeting planners

reaching 15,200 consumers3 CONSUMER SHOWS
11 MEETING TRADE SHOWS

GROUP SALES REVENUE over $4 million

The Tourist Development Tax is paid 
only by visitors staying in short-term 
rentals, such as hotels, condos and 
beach houses. 

While the State of Florida has 
strict rules governing how those 
funds can be spent, many of the 
activities and amenities they 
support – such as bike trails, 
public beach accesses, lifeguards, 
and special events – enhance the 
lives of residents as well as visitors. 

20 MILES


